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The 2017 Annual Perspectives in Mathematics Education (APME) volume, Reflective 
and Collaborative Processes to Improve Mathematics Teaching, will showcase 
mathematics teachers’ efforts to ensure effective, high-quality mathematics teaching and 
learning. In response to the heightened focus on externally mandated evaluations of 
teacher performance and effectiveness, this volume will provide research-based 
illustrations of teachers' individual or collaborative initiatives to promote professional 
growth and self-assessment.  

The volume will feature evidence-based examples of reflective and collaborative 
processes that foster instructional change and improvement in teaching and learning 
mathematics, in general or with respect to specific mathematical topics. School-based 
initiatives, professional development (PD) (internal and external), teacher education, and 
research projects included in the volume will support or foster sustainable teacher-
directed, teacher-motivated efforts to ensure high-quality mathematics instruction. 
Chapters	  in	  this	  volume	  should	  focus	  on	  teachers’ work individually or in teams, schools, 
districts, or other teacher-based, teacher-directed collaborations. Chapters could also offer 
teachers, district leaders, and policymakers ways of assessing teaching quality directly 
through artifacts (e.g., instructional tasks or students’ work) or observations of teaching, 
as alternatives to relying on student-achievement data alone. Developing a lens for 
assessing the effectiveness of teaching and the quality of learning in real time during 
mathematics classes is critical to improving teaching and learning. 

The editorial panel seeks chapters that showcase mathematics teachers’ efforts to ensure 
high-quality mathematics teaching through reflection and/or collaboration with others. 
Chapter manuscripts should make strong links between research and practice. Each 
chapter should appeal to a broad audience, which may include mathematics educators in a 
variety of capacities, such as teachers, teacher leaders, administrators, PD leaders, 
mathematics teacher educators, and researchers. Suggested topics for the 2017 APME 
include, but are not limited to the following:  

• Classroom-based initiatives to assess and improve mathematics teaching and 
learning, including— 

o action research, individual or collaborative self-study, evidence-based case 
studies;  

o “small change” initiatives (e.g., the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement 
of Teaching); 



o enhancing teaching and learning through the National Board Certification 
process.  

 
• School-based (or district-based) initiatives to assess and improve mathematics 

teaching and learning, including— 
o Professional Learning Communities (PLCs), teacher-teams, peer 

collaborations, or Lesson Study groups;  
o the role of coaches or instructional leaders; considering how teaching 

mathematics is different from teaching other content areas; different forms of 
support needed for mathematics teachers.  

 
• Examples of teacher empowerment and increasing teachers’ voice and participation 

in the evaluation of mathematics instruction, including— 
o mathematics teachers as reflective practitioners, using products of teaching 

evaluations or student assessments to improve practice; 
o innovative approaches to evaluate mathematics teaching; systems for moving 

teacher evaluations to teaching evaluations; including teachers’ insights and 
perspectives on “teacher effectiveness” evaluations; 

o efforts to implement and assess equitable mathematics teaching or culturally 
relevant/responsive pedagogy;  

o efforts to implement and assess instructional practices aimed at enhancing 
students’ learning of specific mathematical topics. 

 
• Role of technology and social media as tools for fostering reflective and 

collaborative processes for improving mathematics instruction. 
 

• Mathematics teacher education and professional development that foster reflection, 
sustainability, teachers’ self-direction and self-assessment, and/or that support 
collaborative processes for improving mathematics instruction, including— 

o professional development not done to teachers but empowering teachers; 
o support for connecting mathematics to other content areas; improving 

mathematics teaching and learning through STEM or STEAM initiatives;  
o development of the next generation of teachers to plan and enact mathematics 

instruction in innovative environments and with changing populations; 
o assessments of teachers’ mathematical content knowledge (and/or 

mathematical knowledge for teaching) to improve mathematics teaching and 
learning. 	  

 

 



Details for Submission  

Interest in submitting a chapter to this APME volume should be indicated by submitting 
an Intention to Submit form to Lucy West at lucy@lucywestpd.com by March 1, 2016.  

The full chapter manuscript is to be submitted electronically by May 1, 2016, to the same 
email address. Late or partial manuscripts cannot be considered. All chapter 
submissions will be blind peer-reviewed, and authors will receive feedback within eight 
(8) weeks.    

Details regarding submission requirements will be sent once your Intention to Submit 
form is received. Generally speaking, the submitted manuscript will require the 
following:  

• Use of standard word processing software, such as Microsoft Word, with a font size 
of 12 (preferably Times New Roman)  

• An abstract of 200 words or less. You may wish to refer to your Intention to Submit 
form and edit what you have already provided as a possible abstract.  

• Double spacing of all material, including abstract, quoted matter, lists, tables, notes, 
references, and bibliographies. Manuscripts should not exceed 3,500 words (14 
pages), including the references.  

• A separate cover sheet with manuscript title and name(s) of author(s) in the order of 
authorship and including affiliations. The lead author should provide full contact 
information. Because initial decisions on submitted manuscripts will be made during 
the summer, lead authors should ensure some appropriate means of contact, or 
designate another individual to receive information.  

• Avoidance of references to your own work in a way that compromises the blind-
review process. All blinded references can be re-inserted should your work be 
accepted for publication.  

• List of all references cited in the manuscript at the end of the manuscript, using The 
Chicago Manual of Style, 16th edition. NCTM uses the humanities style, which gives 
the full names of all authors and editors.  

	  


